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“Theme: Integrating Theory and Practice in Testing and Assessment”
Coordinator: Kiwamu Kasahara (Hokkaido University of Education)
Discussant: Rie Koizumi
More and more attentions have been paid to testing and assessment theories. This
symposium focuses on how these theories can be applied to practice, employing three

practice cases. Active participation of the audience is more than welcome.

Panelists:
“A Testing and Assessment Course for Pre-service English Teachers”
Kiwamu Kasahara (Hokkaido University of Education)
There are many English teachers who are enthusiastic about improving their

lessons. However, there are few teachers who are willing to improve their tests or



assessment. One of the greatest reasons for this is that there are no courses for testing
and assessment in most teacher-training colleges (Kasahara & Sato, 2017). Several
years ago, the presenter started a mandatory testing and assessment course, in which
pre-service English teachers learn basic concepts of testing, how to measure four skills,
and create a term-test in groups using an authorized JHS textbook. They are told that
they should think about how to evaluate their students before considering how to
conduct their lessons. Irresponsible testing items without any clear testing points can
discourage learners (Wakabayashi & Negishi, 1993); good testing items that reflect the
goal of lessons can encourage them to study more. Though there are no perfect tests or
assessment in the world, the pre-service teachers learn how to make better tests and

assessments to improve test-takers English proficiency.

“Evaluating classroom speaking activities with a performance test: Is it really valid and
reliable?”
Rintaro Sato (Nara University of Education)
To make Japanese EFL students motivated to speak English, just giving
opportunities for communication in English is not enough as they are, in general, “...
reluctant to communicate in English, especially when the main focus of the lesson is on
communication”(Tomita & Spada, 2013. p.593). Though my English class, entitled
“Foreign Language Communication”, is based mainly on Task-based Language
Teaching(TBLT), I often follow a step by step approach, in which students learn and
practice before being engaged in real communication, by including reading aloud,
communicative practice and Four Round Practice as well as the inclusion of
Translanguaging practice. In my talk, I will introduce those activities that have made
my student more motivated to speak English. In addition, performance tests seemed
effective in increasing students’ motivation to speak in the class, showing a positive
washback effect. However, I have been skeptical of the reliability and validity of
performance tests. In fact, I...
In the presentation I will share my concerns with the audience and other

presenters to have a fruitful discussion.

“Evaluating students’ writing: Why, what, and how?”
Aiko Sano (Sapporo International University)
Writing has been referred to as “the neglected child in the family of the four
skills” (Freedman, Pringle and Yalden, 1996), and it still has not been given the due
attention and affection in the L2 classrooms. Such reluctance in teaching writing is

partially rooted in the challenges teachers face in evaluating students’ writing.



Shifting away from too heavy focus on accuracy of students’ writings, use of rubrics
in writing evaluation is becoming the norm of the L2 classrooms today. Although it
has been widely accepted as a valid mean of summative assessment, using rubrics
may not be the best approach as a formative assessment. It is simply not fine-tuned
enough for the learners to feel the progress they are making. In this presentation,
the speaker will share her ideas of formative assessment in her writing classes,
with examples drawn from her Academic Writing classes in which students engaged

themselves in making a newspaper on their own, writing various genre of articles.
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“Develop L2 Learners’ Metacognitive Strategies through an In-class Reflection Activity”
Ivy Lin (Hokkai-Gakuen University)
Yumi Nakamichi (Hokkaido University)
Metacognitive strategy (MS) refers to the ability to manage and control one's
learning strategies, which consequently contributes to the cognitive development of L2
knowledge (Oxford, 2011). Current study investigated the effects of metacognitive
strategy training for improving speaking strategy use in university-level language
learners. 172 participants from English communication classes instructed by the
presenters engaged in role-play tasks over six weeks. The learners were asked to write a
reflection on the speaking tasks at the end of each class period. The results show
increased frequency of MS use by the learners of high-level proficiency. On the contrary,
the reflection from the learners with low-level proficiency and those without
metacognitive strategy training demonstrated insufficient metacognitive strategies and
high frequency of meta-affective strategies use. The presenters will report the

statistical results, discuss the implications, and suggest pedagogical approaches to MS

in language classrooms.
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