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1. “Critical Realism and Sociolinguistics”

Jeremie Bouchard (Hokkai-Gakuen University)

This presentation summarizes some of the ideas found in my recently published works
which, together, call for a philosophy of sociolinguistics. Based on a critique of interpretivism,
a prominent empiricist tendency in sociolinguistics, the presentation highlights principles
guiding critical realist sociolinguistics as a viable alternative. These principles include (a) a
layered, or stratified, view of social phenomena such as language, language users, and
language education, (b) a robust approach to the formulation of causal claims, and (c) a
commitment to objective knowledge. In closing, the presentation offers an argument in
support for a universalist approach to sociolinguistics and social critique aligned with critical

realism.
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2. “An Inquiry into Willingness to Communicate and English Learning Goals among Japanese
EFL Learners”

Satomi Fujii (Hokkaido University)

Previous research has demonstrated that having specific learning goals improves task
performance and academic achievement (e.g., Locke, 1996; Schnell et al., 2015). Furthermore,
learners who make daily efforts to achieve their goals have the potential to communicate
successfully in the target language (Gregersen & MaclIntyre, 2014). However, research to date
has not yet determined the interactions between English learning goals and willingness to

communicate (WTC). This study examined the differences in English learning goals and



specific actions for goal achievement according to WTC levels among Japanese EFL learners
through qualitative analysis. As a result, high-WTC learners tended to have high-level goals,
and low-WTC learners tended to have the lowest possible goals. Moreover, high-WTC learners
tended to take a variety of specific actions for goal achievement, whereas low-WTC learners
took rather general and common actions. Data showed clear differences between these two

groups of learners.
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