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Abstract
The goal of this paper is to elucidate how high school students’
perceptions regarding the use of their first language (L1, or
Japanese) in second language (L2, or English) classes vary
across grades. Identical questionnaires regarding students’ view
of L1 and L2 use were administered to the same group of
students at different points in time. The first measurement was
in grade 1, and the second in grade 3. The data suggests that
grades and curricula affect students’ perceptions according to
three factors: 1. Classroom Interaction, 2. Understanding of
Content, and 3. Explanation of Linguistic Forms. The results
revealed that the effects of students’ grade on the general
curriculum was the most salient. Students in grade 3 greatly
supported the use of L1 specifically for teachers’ explanations of
linguistic forms, and for reading and listening comprehension.
The paper also reports how grades and curricula interactively
affect the students’ language preferences, which hopes to provide
some pedagogical implications of L1 use in the L2 classroom in a

Japanese context.
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