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2. “Utilizing Computer-Synthesized Speech in the Creation of Custom Listening Materials”

Lucas Denton (Sapporo International University)

Language learners seeking to improve their conversational skills will benefit from exposure
to listening materials that are challenging but still accessible to them. While textbooks often
include recordings of fluent speakers engaging in conversations that incorporate the content
covered, these materials may exceed the listening abilities of students with lower proficiency.
Textbook listening materials may be excessively long or feature accents which make them less
accessible to beginner students. By integrating recordings of one's own voice with computer-
synthesized speech, it is possible to create more accessible listening materials of appropriate
length recordings are easier to comprehend due to students' prior exposure to the teacher's voice,
more natural than a single speaker talking alone, and allow for a focused emphasis on the
language patterns and vocabulary students are practicing in class, while avoiding language that
exceeds the students' current proficiency level. This presentation outlines and reports on a

method for creating such materials.

3. “Effect of Random Selection Tests on Vocabulary Learning in Japanese Learners”

Kiwamu Kasahara (Hokkaido University of Education)

Recent L2 vocabulary studies have examined the benefits of spaced retrieval practice, which
combines retrieval practice (the testing effect) and spaced learning (Kanayama et al., 2022).
This method improves long-term retention by requiring learners to retrieve learned items over
multiple sessions. Nakata et al. (2021) confirmed its effectiveness using cumulative tests (CTs)
that repeatedly test previously studied items. However, CTs may give less attention to items
introduced later in the study. To address this, this study introduced random selection tests
(RSTs), which randomly test from all target words. Experiment 1 with university students
showed RST's to be superior to CTs. Experiment 2, conducted in a junior high school, compared
RSTs to traditional tests, where target items are tested only once. The results indicated that
RSTs were not more effective than traditional tests for junior high students, suggesting

proficiency level and the number of target items as potential factors.
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3. “Developing a college-Level translation course through the lens of discourse communities”
Marshall Klassen (Hokkaido University)

This presentation will explore teaching approaches for college-level translation courses,
focusing on the critical importance of high-context communication in English and Japanese
media. Translation and localization encompass a multifaceted understanding of language and
culture, including the analysis of cultural values, norms, and linguistic features within diverse
discourse communities. As Japanese higher education increasingly emphasizes global
citizenship and intercultural communication, the ability to interpret and convey cultural
meaning and nuance within specific contexts becomes paramount in translation studies. This
presentation will outline strategies for addressing high-context communication in translation

courses and explore valuable resources to enhance student learning in this area.
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